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7) ABSTRACT

An organic light-emitting display (OLED) device includes
an anode, an organic emitting layer on the anode, and a
cathode on the organic emitting layer. The cathode is con-
figured to transmit at least a part of light emitted from the
organic emitting layer and is formed of an alloy having a first
metal and an oxide of a second metal. The cathode contains
an alloy of a metal and a metal oxide and has an increased
thickness, such that the process margin for the cathode can
be improved.
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ORGANIC LIGHT-EMITTING DISPLAY
DEVICE

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims the priority of Korean Patent
Application No. 10-2016-0107926 filed on Aug. 24,2016, in
the Korean Intellectual Property Office, the disclosure of
which is incorporated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND
Technical Field

The present disclosure relates to an organic light-emitting
display (OLED) device, and in detail, to an OLED device
having improved process margin for a cathode.

Description of the Related Art

An organic light-emitting display (OLED) device, unlike
a liquid crystal display (LCD) device, is self-luminous.
Accordingly, an OLED device does not require a separate
light source and thus it can be made lighter and thinner.
Further, an OLED device has advantages in that it is driven
with low voltage to consume less power, and in that it
represents vivid colors, has short response time, wide view-
ing angle and good contrast ratio (CR). For these reasons, an
OLED device is currently under development as the next
generation display device.

The OLED device includes an organic emitting layer that
emits light as electrons and holes combine. Generally, an
OLED device includes an anode, a hole injection layer
(HIL), a hole transport layer (HTL), an organic emitting
layer (EML), an electron transport layer (ETL), an electron
injection layer (EIL) and a cathode.

The OLED device may be a bottom-emission OLED
device or a top-emission OLED device depending on the
direction in which light emitted from the emitting layer
exits. In the bottom-emission OLED device, the light exits
the device through the substrate on which the elements are
formed. The upper electrode is formed as a reflective elec-
trode whereas the lower electrode is formed as a transparent
electrode. In an active matrix OLED device in which thin-
film transistors are formed, the light cannot pass through the
portions where the thin-film transistors are formed in the
bottom-emission structure. As a result, the area where light
can exit may be reduced. In contrast, in the top-emission
structure, the upper electrode is formed of a transflective
metal film whereas the lower electrode is formed of a
transparent electrode including a reflective film, whereby the
light exits in the direction away from the substrate. As a
result, the area where the light can exit is wider than that of
the bottom-emission structure.

SUMMARY

In top-emission OLED devices, the upper electrode
through which the light exits is formed as a very thin,
transflective metal film having the alloy of magnesium (Mg)
and silver (Ag), for example.

When the upper electrode is formed as the transflective
metal film having the alloy of magnesium (Mg) and silver
(Ag), the upper electrode has very small thickness to
increase the transmittance.
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In this regard, the inventors of the application have
noticed that, in top-emission OLED devices, numerous
variations occur in the thickness of the thin upper electrode
formed as the thin transflective metal film during the process
of forming it, and accordingly the yield can be lowered.

In detail, when the upper electrode formed as the trans-
flective metal film is formed with a thickness between 140
A and 180 A for increasing the transmittance, there may be
large variations in the thickness during the process, such that
the values of efficiency, color coordinates, viewing angle
and lifespan may be dispersed, lowering the yield of the
OLED device.

For a general upper electrode formed of a metal alloy, the
transmittance changes greatly depending on the thickness.
Therefore, in order to fabricate devices with uniform char-
acteristics, it is necessary to maintain the thickness of the
transflective metal films in the top-emission OLED devices.

For example, if the thickness of the upper electrode has a
process deviation of approximately £20 A, there are large
deviations in the efficiency, color coordinates, viewing angle
and life span among production orders. This is resulted from
the difference in the transmittance on the plane caused by the
non-uniformity of the thickness of the upper electrode. The
existing materials such as silver (Ag) and magnesium (Mg)
exhibit very large variations in the transmittance with
respect to the thickness.

In order to obtain the thickness uniformity of the upper
electrode, a process of correcting the thickness is carried out
by evaluating unit films during the process of fabricating the
cathodes. Such process lowers the process yield and product
yield and also increases the fabricating cost.

In view of the above, the inventors of the application have
devised an OLED device having improved process margin
for a cathode by reducing difference in the transmittance
depending on the thickness of the cathode.

An aspect of the present disclosure is to provide an OLED
device that increases the thickness of a cathode while
improving the transmittance and surface resistance to
increase uniformity in terms of efficiency, color coordinates
and viewing angle by using an alloy of a metal and a metal
oxide for the cathode.

Another aspect of the present disclosure is to provide an
OLED device that reduces the unnecessary process of cor-
recting the thickness of an upper electrode while increasing
the process margin during the process of forming the upper
electrode.

Another aspect of the present disclosure is to provide an
OLED device that can be used for a large screen without any
additional auxiliary line by reducing IR drop across device.

It should be noted that objects of the present disclosure are
not limited to the above-described objects, and other objects
of the present disclosure will be apparent to those skilled in
the art from the following descriptions.

According to an embodiment of the present disclosure,
there is provided an OLED device which comprises an
anode, an organic emitting layer on the anode, and a cathode
on the organic emitting layer. The cathode is configured to
transmit at least a part of light emitted from the organic
emitting layer and is formed of an alloy having a first metal
and an oxide of a second metal. Therefore, the difference in
the transmittance according to the thickness of the cathode
is improved, such that the process margin for the cathode can
be improved.

According to an embodiment of the present disclosure,
there is provided an OLED device which comprises an
anode, an organic emitting layer on the anode, a cathode on
the organic emitting layer, the cathode being formed of an
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alloy having an oxide of a first metal, and a capping layer on
the cathode. A thickness of the cathode is equal to or greater
than 250 A, and a difference (dN) between a refractive index
of the cathode and a refractive index of the capping layer is
within a range of 0<dN<1.6. Therefore, the difference in the
transmittance according to the thickness of the cathode is
improved, such that the process margin for the cathode can
be improved.

According to an embodiment of the present disclosure,
there is provided an OLED device which comprises a
plurality of pixels in an display area of a substrate, each pixel
having an organic light emitting layer between a cathode and
an anode, and the cathode having specific light transmissive
characteristics that achieve a top emission type display
configuration and being made of an oxide metal alloy that
exhibits improved thickness characteristics while achieving
comparable characteristics for light emission efficiency,
color coordinates, viewing angle and lifespan when com-
pared to a cathode made of AgMg alloy.

The details of one or more embodiments of the subject
matter described in this specification are set forth in the
accompanying drawings and the description below.

According to an embodiment of the present disclosure, by
using an alloy of a metal and a metal oxide for the cathode,
the thickness of the cathode is increased while improving the
transmittance and surface resistance, such that uniformity in
terms of efficiency, color coordinates and viewing angle can
be improved.

According to an embodiment of the present disclosure,
the rate of change in the transmittance according to the
change of the thickness of the cathode is lowered, such that
the thickness uniformity and process margin of the device
can be improved.

According to an embodiment of the present disclosure,
when the OLED device is implemented as a large screen, it
does not require an additional auxiliary line for supplying
power to the cathode, by reducing the surface resistance to
thereby reduce the IR drop, such that the aperture ratio can
be improved.

According to an embodiment of the present disclosure,
the refractive index of the capping layer is determined based
on the refractive index of the cathode, such that influence of
reflection and refraction on the interface between the cath-
ode and the capping layer is reduced, thereby improving the
luminous efficiency.

According to an embodiment of the present disclosure,
the influence by the variation in the thickness of the cathode
is reduced, such that it is possible to reduce the number of
times of evaluations on unit films or even omit the evalua-
tion in the process of forming the cathode, thereby improv-
ing the yield and saving the fabricating cost.

It should be noted that effects of the present disclosure are
not limited to those described above and other effects of the
present disclosure will be apparent to those skilled in the art
from the following descriptions.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The accompanying drawings, which are included to pro-
vide a further understanding of the disclosure and are
incorporated and constitute a part of this application, illus-
trate embodiments of the disclosure and together with the
description serve to explain various principles. In the draw-
ings:

FIG. 1 is a cross-sectional view for illustrating an organic
light-emitting display (OLED) device according to an
embodiment of the present disclosure;
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FIG. 2 is an enlarged view of area X of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a graph showing the current density versus
voltage of the OLED devices according to Example 3 and
Comparative Example 3; and

FIG. 4 is a graph showing the current efficiency versus
luminance of the OLED devices according to Example 3 and
Comparative Example 3.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Advantages and features of the present disclosure and
methods to achieve them will become apparent from the
descriptions of embodiments hereinbelow with reference to
the accompanying drawings. However, the present disclo-
sure is not limited to embodiments disclosed herein but may
be implemented in various different ways. The embodiments
are provided for making the disclosure of the present dis-
closure thorough and for fully conveying the scope of the
present disclosure to those skilled in the art. It is to be noted
that the scope of the present disclosure is defined only by the
claims.

The figures, dimensions, ratios, angles, the numbers of
elements given in the drawings are merely illustrative and
are not limiting. Like reference numerals denote like ele-
ments throughout the descriptions. Further, in describing the
present disclosure, descriptions on well-known technologies
may be omitted in order not to unnecessarily obscure the gist
of the present disclosure. It is to be noticed that the terms
“comprising,” “having,” “including” and so on, used in the
description and claims, should not be interpreted as being
restricted to the means listed thereafter unless specifically
stated otherwise. Where an indefinite or definite article is
used when referring to a singular noun, e.g. “a,” “an,” “the,”
this includes a plural of that noun unless specifically stated
otherwise.

In describing elements, they are interpreted as including
error margins even without explicit statements.

In describing positional relationship, such as “an element
A on an element B,” “an element A above an element B,” “an
element A below an element B” and “an element A next to
an element B,” another element C may be disposed between
the elements A and B unless the term “directly” or “imme-
diately” is explicitly used.

As used herein, a phrase “an element A on an element B”
refers to that the element A may be disposed directly on the
element B and/or the element A may be disposed indirectly
on the element B via another element C.

The terms first, second and the like in the descriptions and
in the claims are used for distinguishing between similar
elements and not necessarily for describing a sequential or
chronological order. These terms are used to merely distin-
guish one element from another. Accordingly, as used
herein, a first element may be a second element within the
technical idea of the present disclosure.

Like reference numerals denote like elements throughout
the descriptions.

The drawings are not to scale and the relative dimensions
of various elements in the drawings are depicted schemati-
cally and not necessarily to scale.

Features of various embodiments of the present disclosure
may be combined partially or totally. As will be clearly
appreciated by those skilled in the art, technically various
interactions and operations are possible. Various embodi-
ments can be practiced individually or in combination.

Hereinafter, embodiments of the present disclosure will
be described in detail with reference to the accompanying
drawings.



US 10,650,745 B2

5

FIG. 1 is a cross-sectional view for illustrating an organic
light-emitting display (OLED) device according to an
embodiment of the present disclosure. FIG. 2 is an enlarged
view of area X of FIG. 1. All the components of the OLED
device according to all embodiments of the present disclo-
sure are operatively coupled and configured.

Referring to FIG. 1, an OLED device 100 according to an
embodiment of the present disclosure includes a substrate
110, a thin-film transistor 120, an anode 140, a plurality of
organic layers 150, a cathode 160 and a capping layer 170.

The OLED device 100 includes a plurality of pixels. A
pixel refers to a minimum unit area in which light is actually
emitted and may also be referred to as a sub-pixel or a pixel
area. A plurality of pixels may be gathered into a minimum
group capable of producing white light. For example, three
pixels, i.e., a red pixel, a green pixel and a blue pixel may
form a single group. However, this is merely illustrative. A
variety of pixel designs are possible. For convenience of
illustration, FIG. 1 shows only one of the plurality of
sub-pixels of the OLED device 100.

The substrate 110 is formed of an insulative material to
support various components of the OLED device 100 during
the fabricating process. For example, the substrate 110 may
be formed of glass or a material having flexibility such as
plastic. A buffer layer 131 is disposed on the substrate 110
to protect various components of the OLED device 100 from
the permeation of moisture (H,0) and hydrogen (H,) from
the outside of the substrate 110. It is to be noted that the
substrate 110 may be removed during the fabricating process
of the OLED device 100, and the buffer layer 131 may be
eliminated depending on the structure or characteristics of
the OLED device 100.

The thin-film transistor 120 including a gate electrode
121, an active layer 122, a source electrode 123 and a drain
electrode 124 is disposed on the buffer layer 131. For
example, the active layer 122 is disposed on the substrate
110, and a gate insulating layer 132 for insulating the active
layer 122 from the gate electrode 121 is disposed on the
active layer 122. An interlayer insulating layer 133 for
insulating the gate electrode 121 from the source electrode
123 and the drain electrode 124 is disposed. The source
electrode 123 and the drain electrode 124 in contact with the
active layer 122 are disposed on the interlayer insulating
layer 133. Although only the driving thin-film transistor
among the various thin-film transistors that can be included
in the OLED device 100 is shown herein for the sake of
convenience, a switching thin-film transistor, a capacitor and
the like may be included in the OLED device 100 as well.
In addition, although the thin-film transistor 120 has a
coplanar structure herein, a thin-film transistor having a
staggered structure may also be used.

An over coating layer 134 is disposed over the thin-film
transistor 120. The over coating layer 134 functions as a
planarization layer for providing a flat surface over the
substrate 110. The over coating layer 134 includes a contact
hole 136 for electrically connecting the thin-film transistor
120 to the anode 140.

The anode 140 is disposed on the over coating layer 134.
The anode 140 is an electrode configured to supply holes to
the organic emitting layer 153 of the plurality of organic
layers 150. The anode 140 is electrically connected to the
thin-film transistor 120 through the contact hole 136 formed
in the over coating layer 134, and may be electrically
connected to the source electrode 123 of the thin-film
transistor 120, for example. The anode 140 is disposed in
each of the pixels and is spaced apart from another anode.
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Since the OLED device 100 according to the embodiment
of the present disclosure is a top-emission OLED device, the
anode 140 may be formed of a transparent conductive
material including a reflective layer so that the light emitted
from the organic emitting layer 153 is reflected off the anode
140 to exit upwardly more efficiently.

For example, the anode 140 may be formed of a stack of
two layers, i.e., a reflective layer and a transparent conduc-
tive layer formed of transparent conductive material stacked
on the reflective layer, or a stack of three layers, i.e, a
transparent layer, a reflective layer and a transparent layer
stacked on one another in this order.

The transparent conductive material may be a material
such as indium tin oxide (ITO) and indium zinc oxide (IZ0).
The reflective layer may be silver (Ag) or an alloy having
silver, for example, silver or APC (Ag/Pd/Cu) alloy.

A bank 135 is disposed on the anode 140 and the over
coating layer 134. The bank 135 may separate a sub-pixel
region from another adjacent sub-pixel. And, the bank 135
may separate a pixel region including a plurality of sub-pixel
regions from another.

The plurality of organic layers 150 is disposed on the
anode 140. The plurality of organic layers 150 refers to
organic layers constituting an organic emissive stack. The
plurality of organic layers 150 may include various organic
layers as desired. Among these, the organic emitting layer
153 for emitting light includes an essential element.

The plurality of organic layers 150 include a hole injec-
tion layer (HIL) 151 disposed on the anode 140, a hole
transport layer (HTL) 152 disposed on the hole injection
layer 151, an organic emitting layer (EML) 153 disposed on
the hole transport layer 152, an electron transport layer
(ETL) 154 disposed on the organic emitting layer 153, and
an electron injection layer (EIL) 155 disposed on the elec-
tron transport layer 154.

The hole injection layer 151 is an organic layer disposed
on the anode 140 and facilitating the injection of holes from
the anode 140 to the organic emitting layer 153. The hole
injection layer 151 may be formed of, but is not limited to,
at least one among HAT-CN(dipyrazino[2,3-f:2',3'-h]qui-
noxaline-2,3,6,7,10,11-hexacarbonitrile), CuPc(phthalocya-
nine), and NPD(N,N'-bis(naphthalene-1-y1)-N,N'-bis(phe-
nyl)-2,2'-dimethylbenzidine). The hole injection layer 151
may be eliminated depending on the structure and charac-
teristics of the OLED device 100.

The hole transport layer 152 is an organic layer disposed
on the hole injection layer 151 and facilitates the transpor-
tation of holes from the hole injection layer 151 to the
organic emitting layer 153. The hole transport layer 152 may
be formed of, but is not limited to, at least one among
NPD(N,N'-bis(naphthalene-1-y1)-N,N'-bis(phenyl)-2,2'-di-
methylbenzidine), TPD(N,N'-bis-(3-methylphenyl)-N,N'-
bis-(phenyl)-benzidine), s-TAD(2,2',7,7'-tetrakis(N,N-dim-
ethylamino)-9,9-spirofluorene) and MTDATA(4,4',4"-Tris
(N-3-methylphenyl-N-phenyl-amino)-triphenylamine).

The organic emitting layer 153 is disposed on the hole
transport layer 152. The organic emitting layer 153 may
include a material capable of emitting light of a particular
color. For example, the organic emitting layer 153 may
include a luminous material capable of emitting red light,
green light, blue light, or yellow-green light. But it is not
limited thereto. The organic emitting layer 153 may include
a luminous material capable of emitting light of other colors.

The electron transport layer 154 is an organic layer
disposed on the organic emitting layer 153 and transfers
electrons from the electron injection layer 155 to the organic
emitting layer 153. The thickness of the electron transport
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layer 154 may be adjusted depending on the electron trans-
portation characteristics. The electron transport layer 154
may be formed of, but is not limited to, at least one among
Liq(8-hydroxyquinolinolato-lithium), PBD(2-(4-biphenyl)-
5-(4-tert-butylphenyl)-1,3,4oxadiazole), TAZ(3-(4-biphe-
nyl)4-phenyl-5-tert-butylphenyl-1,2,4-triazole), spiro-PBD,
BCP(2,9-Dimethyl-4,7-diphenyl-1,10-phenanthroline) and
BAlq (bis(2-methyl-8-quinolinolate)-4-(phenylphenolato)
aluminium). The electron transport layer 154 may be elimi-
nated depending on the structure and characteristics of the
OLED device 100.

The electron injection layer 155 is disposed on the elec-
tron transport layer 154. The electron injection layer 155 is
an organic layer that facilitates the injection of electrons
from the cathode 160 to the organic emitting layer 153. The
electron injection layer 155 may be a metal inorganic
compound such as BaF,, LiF, NaCl, CsF, Li,O, and BaO.
The electron injection layer 155 may be formed of, but is not
limited to, at least one among HAT-CN(dipyrazino[2,3-f:2,
3'-h]quinoxaline-2,3,6,7,10,11-hexacarbonitrile), CuPc
(phthalocyanine), and NPD(N,N'-bis(naphthalene-1-yI)-N,
N'-bis(phenyl)-2,2'-dimethylbenzidine).  The  electron
injection layer 155 may be eliminated depending on the
structure and characteristics of the OLED device 100.

The cathode 160 is disposed on the electron injection
layer 155. The cathode 160 supplies electrons to the organic
emitting layer 153.

In the top-emission OLED device 100 in which light exits
upwardly, for example, the cathode 160 is configured as a
transflective metal film which transmits at least part of the
light emitted from the organic emitting layer 153.

In detail, the OLED device 100 according to an embodi-
ment of the present disclosure includes a cathode 160
including an alloy of a metal and a metal oxide.

In detail, the cathode 160 includes an alloy of a first metal
and an oxide of a second metal.

The first metal may be one among, for example, silver
(Ag), aluminum (Al) and copper (Cu). The second metal
may be one among, for example, neodymium (Nd), tantalum
(Ta), niobium (Nb), molybdenum (Mo), tungsten (W), tita-
nium (Ti), silicon (Si), boron (B), nickel, (Ni), gold (Au),
copper (Cu), aluminum (Al), tin (Sn), magnesium (Mg),
platinum (Pt) and palladium (Pd).

The second metal is an oxide which forms an alloy with
the first metal and is the material of the cathode. It is
desirable that the second metal has a larger molecular weight
than the first metal, because such second metal can suppress
aggregation of the first metal at the time of forming the metal
oxide alloy with the first metal. For example, the cathode
160 may be composed of Ag:MoO,, which is an alloy of
silver (Ag) and molybdenum oxide (MoO;).

When the cathode 160 includes an alloy of the first metal
and the metal oxide having a high transmittance, the thick-
ness of the cathode 160 can be increased while improving
the transmittance as compared to the transflective cathode
having the alloy of magnesium (Mg) and silver (Ag).

The thickness of the cathode 160 may be adjusted taking
into account the transmittance and the process margin. The
cathode 160 has a thickness of 250 A or more.

According to the embodiment of the present disclosure,
by configuring the cathode 160 with the alloy of the metal
and the metal oxide, the cathode 160 has improved trans-
mittance and surface resistance even if the thickness of the
cathode 160 is increased up to 250 A or higher, compared to
the cathode having the transflective metal, i.e., the alloy of
magnesium (Mg) and silver (Ag).
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When the thickness of the cathode 160 is 250 A or more,
the rate of change in the transmittance per 50 A of the
thickness of the cathode 160 becomes 1.5% or less, which is
very small changed. Therefore, the uniformity of the thick-
ness can be improved, and the process margin for the
uniformity of the thickness of the cathode 160 is obtained,
thereby improving the yield. The thickness uniformity of the
cathode 160 is determined to be within £10%, and the
thickness may be approximately 30 A to 40 A.

In the top-emission OLED device using a metal alloy such
as MgAg as a cathode is formed to have a small thickness,
for example, approximately 200 A. Accordingly, thickness
correction is carried out by measuring the thickness of the
unit film in the middle of the forming process. Such thick-
ness correction lowers the process yield and product yield
and increases the fabricating cost.

According to the embodiment of the present disclosure,
the cathode 160 including the alloy of the metal and the
metal oxide has improved thickness uniformity, and thus a
less number of time of evaluations on the thickness of the
unit film is required than the device with the cathode having
the metal alloy of the thin thickness, thereby improving the
vield and reducing the fabricating cost.

According to an embodiment of the present disclosure, by
increasing the thickness of the cathode 160, it is possible to
reduce the surface resistance. When the top-emission OLED
device 100 is implemented as a large screen, a rapid IR drop
may occur toward the center portion, and thus the perfor-
mance of the OLED device may be deteriorated at the center
portion. To avoid the IR drop, when existing OLED devices
are implemented as a large screen, the larger screen includes
additional auxiliary lines for supplying power to the cath-
odes.

The OLED device 100 according to an embodiment of the
present disclosure lowers the surface resistance by increas-
ing the thickness of the cathode 160. By doing so, the IR
drop is reduced even when the OLED devices are imple-
mented as a large screen, e.g., a screen having the size of 12
inches or more, and thus no additional auxiliary line for
supplying power may be required. By eliminating the addi-
tional auxiliary lines required for a large screen, the OLED
device 100 according to the embodiment of the present
disclosure can improve aperture ratio while improving lumi-
nous uniformity at the center portion of the display device.

The alloy of the cathode 160 may have a ratio of the first
metal to the oxidized second metal of at least 2:1, and the
ratio may be from 3:1 to 5:1.

In addition, the refractive index of the cathode 160 may
range from 0.2 to 1.8.

Referring to FIG. 1, the capping layer 170 is disposed on
the cathode 160. The capping layer 170 is a protective layer
for protecting the plurality of organic layers 150 and the
cathode 160 from permeation of moisture (H,O) and hydro-
gen (H,) from the outside.

A passivation layer formed of a silicon nitride (SiNx)
having a similar refractive index to the capping layer 170
may be further formed on the capping layer 170.

Since there is no difference in the refractive index
between the passivation layer and the capping layer 170, the
efficiency increases as the difference in the refractive index
between the cathode 160 and the capping layer 170
decreases. Accordingly, the refractive index of the capping
layer 170 may be adjusted based on the refractive index of
the cathode 160. For example, the difference in the refractive
index dN between the cathode 160 and the capping layer 170
may be the relationship 0<dN<1.6.
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According to the embodiment of the present disclosure,
since the cathode 160 is formed of an oxide alloy, the
difference in the refractive index between the cathode 160
and the capping layer 170 decreases compared to that of the

10

(EML), an electron transport layer (ETL), an electron injec-
tion layer (EIL), a cathode, and a capping layer (CPL) are
stacked on one another in this order. The OLED devices
according to Examples 1 to 4 include Ag:MoO, as a cathode.

existing cathode having the alloy of silver (Ag) and mag- The OLED devices according to Comparative Examples 1 to
. . . 8 have the same structures as that of Examples 1 to 4 except
nesium (Mg), such that the influence of reflection and o .
fraction at the inferface between the cathode 160 and th that Ag:Mg is included as a cathode and the thickness of
relraction at the interlace betweell the cathode anc the some of the hole transport layers (R/G' HTL) is different.
capping layer 170 is reduced. As a result, the luminous Table 1 below shows compositions and/or thicknesses of
efficiency can be improved. 10 each of the layers of the OLED devices according to
As described above, the OLED device 100 according to Examples 1 to 4 and Comparative Examples 1 to 8 described
the embodiment of the present disclosure includes the cath- above.
ode 160 including the alloy of a metal and a metal oxide, and
the cathode 160 has the increased thickness and the above- ;5 TABLE 1
described ratio of the alloy, such that the process margin and Red Green
the thickness uniformity can be improved. As a result,
various effects such as improvement of the yield, reduction ¢ ex. X G ex. ex.
. . . Layer 1to8 1to 4 1to8 1to4
of the production cost, and improvement of the aperture ratio %
ot 4 1 : o CPL 40 nm 40 nm 40 nm 40 nm
by ehm.matmg the additional auxiliary line can be aChl?\ ed. cathode MgiAg AgMoO, MgAg AgMoO,
Hereinafter, the effects of the present disclosure will be FIL 3 um 3 um 3 um 3 um
described. OLED devices according to Examples 1 to 4 of ETL 30 mm 30 nm 30 nm 30 nm
the present invention and Comparative Examples 1 to 8 were EML 30 mm 30 nm 30 nm 30 nm
p P P R/GHTL 60to70 mm 60t 70 mm 2010 30 1m 20 to 30 nm
fabricated. 25 HTL 100 1m 100 nm 100 nm 100 nm
The OLED devices according to Examples 1 to 4 include A}l?Ld (p-d?%)gg) 12 m 12 nm 10 nm 12 nm
the cathode including the alloy of the metal and the metal ot APC 100 ﬁ 100 EIIE 10é $ 100 EE
oxide according to an embodiment of the present disclosure, ITO 7 nm 7 nm 7 nm 7 nm
and have the structure shown in FIGS. 1 and 2. The OLED
. . .30 .
devices according to Examples 1 to 4 and Comparative Tables 2 and 3 below show the results of evaluating the
Examples 1 to 8 have a structure in which an anode  transmittance (%) and variation in the transmittance (%) of
(ITO/APC/TO), a hole injection layer (HIL), a hole trans- the OLED devices according to Examples 1 to 4 and
port layer (HTL, RYG' HTL), an organic emitting layer Comparative Examples 1 to 8 described above.
TABLE 2
Cathode
Thick- Transmittance (%) Variation (%)
Composition  ness 440 nm 480 nm 520 nm 560 nm 600 nm 640 nm 520 nm
Ex. 1 AgMoO; 400A 577 549 524 49.9 474 44,0 —
Ex.2  AgMoO; 350& 592 562 530 506 481 448 0.65
Ex.3 AgMoO; 300A 608 580 552 522 494 453 2.19
Ex.4 AgMoO; 250A 612 599 567 544  S1L1 473 1.52
Average 1.46
TABLE 3
Cathode
Thick- Transmittance (%) Variation (%)
Composition  ness 440 nm 480 nm 320 nm 560 nm 600 nm 640 nm 520 nm
C.Ex.1  AgMg  220A 385 366 336 307 266 234 —
C.Ex.2  AgMg 200A 429 413 388 363 322 289 52
C.Ex.3 AgMg 180A 453 438 416 394 354 321 2.8
C.Ex.4 AgMg 160A 500 496 480 461 422 387 6.4
C.Ex.5 AgMg 140A 546 549 538 521 483 449 58
C.Ex.6 AgMg 120A 600 614  60.6 587 551 520 6.8
C.Ex.7 AgMg 100A 652 671 662 649  6L1 585 5.6
C.Ex.8  AgMg 80A 697 722 715 708 672 647 53
Average 54
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Referring to Tables 1 to 3, the OLED devices according
to Examples 1 to 4 exhibit transmittances similar to those of
Comparative Examples 1 to 8 even though the thickness of
the cathode has been increased.

And, in Comparative Examples 1 to 8, the rate of change
in the transmittance per 20 A of the thickness of the cathode
was 5.4%, whereas in Examples 1 to 4, the rate of change in
the transmittance per 50 A of the thickness of the cathode
was 1.46%, which is significantly low.

As such, according to Examples 1 to 4, the rate of change
in the transmittance versus the change in the thickness of the
cathode is reduced, such that the thickness of the cathode
can be increased, and thus sufficient process margin can be
obtained.

Table 4 below shows results of evaluating the driving
voltage, current efficiency, emission peak, FWHM, and
color coordinates of the OLED devices according to
Example 3 and Comparative Example 3 described above.
FIG. 3 is a graph showing the current density versus voltage
of the OLED devices according to Example 3 and Com-
parative Example 3. FIG. 4 is a graph showing the current
efficiency versus luminance of the OLED devices according
to Example 3 and Comparative Example 3.

TABLE 4
Red Green
C.Ex3 Ex.3 CEx3 Ex3
Device Mg:Ag Ag:MoO; Mg:Ag Ag:MoO,
@ 1000 Driving Voltage (V) 38 3.8 4.0 4.0
nits  Current Efficiency 315 34.6 733 83.1
(cd/A)
EL peak 611l nm 607 nm 538 nm 538 nm
FWHM 48mm  44mm  37nm 38 mm
CIE 1931 (0.65, (0.64, (0.24, (0.26,
0.35) 0.36) 0.72) 0.70)

In the table, FWHM stands for full width at half maxi-
mum.

Referring to Table 4, FIGS. 3 and 4, it can be seen that in
Example 3 and Comparative Example 3, the driving volt-
ages are equal, the color coordinates, the luminous efficien-
cies and the FWHMs are equal or similar, and the current
efficiencies slightly increase.

That is, even though the cathode of the OLED device
according to Example 3 contains the alloy of a metal and a
metal oxide such that the thickness of the cathode has been
increased, Example 3 exhibits the electron injection char-
acteristics and the efliciency characteristics equal to or
higher than those of Comparative Example 3.

It can be concluded from the above-described results that
the OLED device according to the embodiments of the
present disclosure includes the cathode containing the alloy
of a metal and a metal oxide, so that the rate of change in the
transmittance versus the thickness of the cathode is very
small and thus the process margin for the cathode can be
improved and the emission performance of the cathode can
be improved as compared to the existing devices.

The embodiments of the present disclosure can also be
described as follows.

According to an embodiment of the present disclosure, an
OLED device comprises an anode, an organic emitting layer
on the anode, and a cathode on the organic emitting layer.
The cathode is configured to transmit at least a part of light
emitted from the organic emitting layer and is formed of an
alloy having a first metal and an oxide of a second metal.
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According to one or more embodiments, the first metal
may be at least one among Ag, Al and Cu.

According to one or more embodiments, the second metal
may be at least one among Nd, Ta, Nb, Mo, W, Ti, Si, B, Ni,
Au, Cu, Al, Sn, Mg, Pt and Pd.

According to one or more embodiments, the thickness of
the cathode may be equal to or greater than 250 A.

According to one or more embodiments, the rate of
change in a transmittance of the cathode per 50 A of the
thickness of the cathode may be equal to or less than 1.5%.

According to one or more embodiments, the thickness
uniformity of the cathode may be within +10%.

According to one or more embodiments. the alloy may
have a ratio of the first metal to the oxide of the second metal
of 2:1 or more.

According to one or more embodiments, the alloy may
have a ratio of the first metal to the oxide of the second metal
of 3:1 to 5:1,

According to one or more embodiments, the cathode may
have no additional auxiliary line for supplying power.

According to one or more embodiments, the device may
further comprise a capping layer on the cathode, and a
refractive index of the capping layer may be based on a
refractive index of the cathode.

According to one or more embodiments, the refractive
index of the cathode may be within a range from 0.2 to 1.8.

According to one or more embodiments, the difference
(dN) between the refractive index of the cathode and the
refractive index of the capping layer may be within a range
of 0<dN<I.6.

According to an embodiment of the present disclosure,
there is provided an organic light-emitting display (OLED)
device. The OLED device comprises an anode, an organic
emitting layer on the anode, a cathode on the organic
emitting layer, the cathode being formed of an alloy having
an oxide of a metal, and a capping layer on the cathode. A
thickness of the cathode is equal to or greater than 250 A,
and a difference (dN) between a refractive index of the
cathode and a refractive index of the capping layer is within
a range of 0<dN<1.6.

According to one or more embodiments, the metal may be
at least one among Nd, Ta, Nb, Mo, W, Ti, Si, B, Ni, Au, Cu,
Al, Sn, Mg, Pt and Pd.

According to one or more embodiments, a cathode may
further have an additional metal. And the additional metal
may be at least one among Ag, Al and Cu.

According to an embodiment of the present disclosure,
there is provided an organic light-emitting display (OLED)
device. The OLED device comprises a plurality of pixels in
a display area of a substrate, each pixel having an organic
light emitting layer between a cathode and an anode, and the
cathode having specific light transmissive characteristics
that achieve a top emission type display configuration and
being made of an oxide metal alloy that exhibits improved
thickness characteristics while achieving comparable char-
acteristics for light emission efliciency, color coordinates,
viewing angle and lifespan when compared to a cathode
made of AgMg alloy.

According to one or more embodiments, the oxide metal
alloy cathode having improved thickness characteristics
may result in better cathode deposition uniformity and
improved margin of error during manufacturing to result in
higher manufacturing yield.

According to one or more embodiments, the oxide metal
alloy cathode may comprise an oxide of a metal selected
from a group consisting of Nd, Ta, Nb, Mo, W, Ti, Si, B, Ni,
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Au, Cu, Al, Sn, Mg, Pt and Pd, and may comprise an
additional metal selected from a group consisting of Ag, Al
and Cu.

According to one or more embodiments, the thickness of
the oxide metal alloy cathode may be at least 250 A.

According to one or more embodiments, the refractive
index of the oxide metal alloy cathode may be within a range
from 0.2 to 1.8.

Thus far, embodiments of the present disclosure have
been described in detail with reference to the accompanying
drawings. However, the present disclosure is not limited to
the embodiments, and modifications and variations can be
made thereto without departing from the technical idea of
the present disclosure. Accordingly, the embodiments
described herein are merely illustrative and are not intended
to limit the scope of the present disclosure. The technical
idea of the present disclosure is not limited by the embodi-
ments. Therefore, it should be understood that the above-
described embodiments are not limiting but illustrative in all
aspects. The scope of protection sought by the present
disclosure is defined by the appended claims and all equiva-
lents thereof are construed to be within the true scope of the
present disclosure.

What is claimed is:

1. An organic light-emitting display device comprising:

an anode;

an organic emitting layer on the anode; and

a cathode, on the organic emitting layer, to transmit at

least a part of light emitted from the organic emitting
layer,
wherein the cathode has a single layer of an alloy having
a first metal and an oxide of a second metal to have the
cathode have a thickness equal to or greater than 250 A
to about 400 A,

wherein the cathode has a specific light transmissive
characteristics that achieve a top emission type display
configuration using the alloy of the first metal and the
oxide of the second metal that exhibits improved thick-
ness characteristics while achieving comparable char-
acteristics for light emission efficiency, color coordi-
nates, viewing angle and lifespan when compared to a
cathode made of AgMg alloy, and

wherein the cathode having the improved thickness char-

acteristics results in a better cathode deposition unifor-
mity and an improved margin of error during manu-
facturing to result in a higher manufacturing yield.

2. The organic light-emitting display device of claim 1,
wherein the first metal is at least one among Ag, Al and Cu.

3. The organic light-emitting display device of claim 1,
wherein the second metal is at least one among Nd, Ta, Nb,
Mo, W, Ti, Si, B, Ni, Au, Cu, Al, Sn, Mg, Pt and Pd.

4. The organic light-emitting display device of claim 1,
wherein a rate of change in a transmittance of the cathode
per 50 A of the thickness of the cathode is equal to or less
than 1.5%.

5. The organic light-emitting display device of claim 4,
wherein a thickness uniformity of the cathode is within
£10%.

6. The organic light-emitting display device of claim 1,
wherein the alloy has a ratio of the first metal to the oxide
of the second metal of 2:1 or more.

7. The organic light-emitting display device of claim 6,
wherein the alloy has a ratio of the first metal to the oxide
of the second metal of 3:1 to 5:1.

8. The organic light-emitting display device of claim 1,
wherein the cathode has no additional auxiliary line for
supplying power, and

14

wherein the cathode is configured as a single film.
9. The organic light-emitting display device of claim 1,
farther comprising:
a capping layer on the cathode,
5 wherein a refractive index of the capping layer is based on
a refractive index of the cathode.

10. The organic light-emitting display device of claim 9,
wherein the refractive index of the cathode is within a range
from 0.2 to 1.8.

11. The organic light-emitting display device of claim 9,
wherein a difference (AN) between the refractive index of the
cathode and the refractive index of the capping layer is
within a range of 0<dN<1.6.

12. An organic light-emitting display device comprising:

an anode;

an organic emitting layer on the anode;

a cathode on the organic emitting layer, and having a

single layer of an alloy having a first metal and an oxide

20 of a second metal; and
a capping layer on the cathode,
wherein a thickness of the cathode is equal to or greater
than 250 A to about 400 A,
wherein a difference (dN) between a refractive index of
25 the cathode and a refractive index of the capping layer

is within a range of 0<dN<1.6,
wherein the cathode has a specific light transmissive

characteristics that achieve a top emission type display

configuration using the alloy of the first metal and the
oxide of the second metal that exhibits improved thick-
ness characteristics while achieving comparable char-
acteristics for light emission efficiency, color coordi-
nates, viewing angle and lifespan when compared to a
cathode made of AgMg alloy, and
wherein the cathode having the improved thickness char-
acteristics results in a better cathode deposition unifor-
mity and an improved margin of error during manu-
facturing to result in a higher manufacturing yield.
13. The organic light-emitting display device of claim 12,
40 wherein the second metal is at least one among Nd, Ta, Nb,
Mo, W, Ti, Si, B, Ni, Ay, Cu, Al, Sn, Mg, Pt and Pd.
14. The organic light-emitting display device of claim 12,
wherein the first metal is at least one among Ag, Al and Cu.
15. An organic light-emitting display device comprising:
a plurality of pixels in a display area of a substrate,
each of the plurality of pixels having an organic light
emitting layer between a cathode and an anode, and

the cathode having specific light transmissive character-
istics that achieve a top emission type display configu-
ration and having a single layer of an oxide metal alloy
that exhibits improved thickness characteristics while
achieving comparable characteristics for light emission
efficiency, color coordinates, viewing angle and lifes-
pan when compared to a cathode made of AgMg alloy,

wherein a thickness of the oxide metal alloy cathode is at
least 250 A, and

wherein the oxide metal alloy cathode having the

improved thickness characteristics results in a better
cathode deposition uniformity and an improved margin
of error during manufacturing to result in a higher
manufacturing yield.

16. The organic light-emitting display device of claim 15,
wherein the oxide metal alloy cathode comprises an oxide of
a metal selected from a group consisting of Nd, Ta, Nb, Mo,
65 W, Ti, Si, B, Ni, Au, Cu, Al, Sn, Mg, Pt and Pd, and

comprises an additional metal selected from a group con-
sisting of Ag, Al and Cu.
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17. The organic light-emitting display device of claim 15,
wherein a refractive index of the oxide metal alloy cathode
is within a range from 0.2 to 1.8.
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